
THE  EQUITY  LENS
" E q u i t y  w o r k  i s  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  p e d a g o g i c a l . "

~  S h a n e  S a f i r ,  a u t h o r  o f  T h e  L i s t e n i n g  L e a d e r  a n d  S t r e e t  D a t a

Lunar New Year

Year of the Tiger

Some Facts:

About Lunar New Year
'
Lunar New Year is celebrated in
many (though not all) Asian
countries and the diaspora
including: China, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, South
Korea, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Chinese New Year refers
specifically to Chinese traditions
and celebrations. Lunar New Year
is more inclusive as it includes the
new year celebrations of many
Asian countries and people.

One way to celebrate Lunar New
Year is to wear red. It's considered
a lucky color that can protect
against misfortune. We can all use
a little extra protection these days!

15% of WPS' students are Asian
American (including Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander). This
does not include those who
identify as  multiracial (6.9%).

In Asian cultures, the TIGER, not
the lion, is the king of the jungle.

Famous people born in the Year of
the Tiger: Usain Bolt, Dahyun, Joe
DiMaggio, Drake, Amanda Gorman,
Harper Lee, Lady Gaga, Marilyn
Monroe, Queen Elizabeth II, Jiang
Quing, John Steinbeck and Michelle
Yeah.

February is

Black History Month

Some Facts:

NHL's The Tampa Bay Lightning is
celebrating BHM with a month-
long series of events and initiatives
"to celebrate African American
history while also building a better
foundation to promote equality
now and for future generations."
The team's BHM banner is featured
above.

4.7% of WPS' students are African
American. This does not include
those who identify as Hispanic
(5.2%) Hispanic or multiracial
(6.9%).

BHM began as a 7-day event to
teach about the achievements,
struggles and contributions of
African Americans. Black historian
Carter Woodson fought hard to
establish a week dedicated to this
purpose.

BHM became a month-long
celebration in 1976. 

The month of February was chosen
to coincide with the birthdays of
Frederick Douglass and Abraham
Lincoln. 
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hello,

Welcome to The Equity Lens!

 You can expect all sorts of

goodies, like information about

important celebrations,  news

from METCO Director, Dr. Tony

Laing, highlights of great work

by students and staff to promote

diversity and equity (see "equity

moves"), and an advice column,

"The Hanesty Box" where I focus

an equity lens and respond to

readers' questions. Please

submit your dilemma or

question to The Hanesty Box.

The Equity Lens needs your

help! Do you have photos,

stories or events related to

diversity, equity and/or

antiracism that could be

published in a future issue? If

yes,  please submit them!

I hope you enjoy this issue!

~ Caroline Han
WPS Director of

Diversity, Equity & Belonging

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/chinese-new-year
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03150505&orgtypecode=6
https://www.lifestyleasia.com/bk/living/people/famous-people-born-in-the-year-of-the-tiger-2022/
https://www.nhl.com/lightning/community/black-history-month
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03150505&orgtypecode=6
mailto:caroline_han@waylandps.org
mailto:caroline_han@waylandps.org


Greetings Wayland families, staff, and faculty!

It is my pleasure to share with you news on Wayland METCO. As
in the previous Equity Lens newsletter, I highlight our students'
academic, leadership, and extracurricular involvement across all
schools.

CLAYPIT, LOKER, AND HAPPY HOLLOW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

I will begin with perfect attendance for Quarter I by
acknowledging the following students at Claypit Hill Elementary
School, Annaelle Charles, Ethan Charles, Zoey Chen, and Kaleb
Nigus. I also express my gratitude and appreciation for students,
including Maxamed Gulet Cali, Camila Crosby Bernal, Deborah
Ejims, Taj Lopes, Phillip Rosario, Kaleb Nigus, Jayani Norris, and
Manal Siidi who co-led a morning announcement with
classmates and principal, Dr. Christie Harvey.

Next, I’d like to give applause to Loker Elementary School and
Happy Hollow Elementary School teachers who wrote praises
and kudos for our students. Below you will find these teachers’
remarks for students:

Naomi Cameron is always so positive and kind to others in room
16! She loves to help others whenever she can whether it's doing
an errand for her teacher, checking in and recording the
homework, or helping her classmates pick up a spilled pencil
box. Naomi has also taken many risks to be the first volunteer for
announcing birthdays during school meetings or for sharing
what she is thankful for during our Thanksgiving assembly. We
have been studying some highly challenging concepts in math,
and I am proud of how hard Naomi is working to persevere when
things feel a bit hard. Naomi always pops her head into the
classroom on her way to the afternoon bus to say goodbye to me,
which makes my day. :)

Calvin Arthur is the first one in the classroom every morning and
he carefully follows all expectations and routines without
needing any reminders. This makes him a great role model as he
consistently completes every task on the "to do" list. Calvin loves
practicing his cursive writing and is so proud of his practice
work in cursive. He often requests to have cursive writing
practice on the morning "to do" list and works hard to complete
his work as neatly as possible. Calvin also takes pride in doing
his classroom job each week. He previews the morning message
carefully and then reads it aloud to his classmates with a good
clear voice when it is his turn to read the morning message. At
recess, Calvin has proven himself to be a kind leader on the
basketball court, often inviting new friends to join their small
group game. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS CONT.

Both Naomi and Calvin are important and polite members of our
Room 16 Community! -Susan Olivier, teacher, Loker Elementary
School

Sariah Dockins is an amazing helper in our kindergarten
classroom. One way she helps out her teachers and friends in the
class is by counting responses to our question of the day (la
pregunta del día). - Kerry Davis, teacher, Loker Elementary
School

Athena Cheek is a positive leader and continually leads by
example. She is a respectful and cooperative member of our class.
She is a hard worker and conscientious student. In addition,
Athena has a gentle heart-always willing to share, take turns, and
help others. She has an easy-going and gentle manner and moves
throughout her day with independence and a smile. In short,
she's an absolute gem! - Lorraine Horrigan teacher, Happy
Hollow Elementary School

Tyler Neal, Eliany (Ellie) Vargas, Kylie Moten, and Drayah Jones
all completed their I-Ready minutes last week. - Fiona Reardon,
teacher, Happy Hollow Elementary School

Kylie Moten helped Ms. Santomenna with the mindful moment
at our fourth-grade assembly this morning.- Fiona Reardon,
teacher, Loker Elementary School

Ellie Vargas made the announcements on November 22. Fiona
Reardon, teacher, Happy Hollow Elementary School

Drayah Jones is a talented artist, Tyler and Kylie are talented
athletes and love to play football and soccer at recess. They
demonstrate good sportsmanship and enjoy playing with their
classmates. - Fiona Reardon, teacher, Happy Hollow Elementary
School

Ellie Vargas is always kind and helpful in the classroom. - Fiona
Reardon, teacher, Happy Hollow Elementary School

Emanuel Posada- received perfect attendance, no tardies, no
early dismissals- Jaclyn Mattson, teacher, Happy Hollow
Elementary School

NEWS FROM TONY
LAING, PH.D.
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HIGH SCHOOL CONT.

I’d also like to mention a new award, the Apple Genius Award.
This award is reserved for a handful of students who have
proven to be proficient in MacBook apps and their repairs. I am
proud to announce that Wayland METCO's Genius Award goes
to Joel Cabral. He is Wayland METCO's first Apple Genius! He
works in the Library Media Center; he answers questions and
troubleshoots issues with student laptops. Only a few selected
students are allowed to serve as a WHS Apple Genius in
Massachusetts.

I am also elated to share good news on students selected as the
inaugural Elliott Francis Trailblazer Room awardees for
academic excellence for Quarter 1. The following students
received this recognition: 

Victor Abalaka 
Tatiana Almeida 
Joel Cabral 
Guilliardo Centeio 
Donovan Edwards 
Kai Drayton 
Michael Davis Francis 
Lauren Grant-Lubin 
Nyla Hamilton 

Special thanks from Boston Parent Council to Wayland
Residents

I’d be remiss if I did not share news on families in the form of a
special thank you note to Wayland resident families from The
Boston Parent Council. Following is the note:
     On behalf of the Wayland Boston METCO families, we would like
to send a heartfelt thank you to the Wayland families who donated
turkeys and Stop & Shop gift cards to our families during the
Thanksgiving holiday. We appreciate your continued support and
help in decreasing the financial burdens of families during the holiday
season.
With Gratitude,
Chanel Daly, President, The Boston Parent Council

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration

On behalf of Wayland METCO, THANK YOU to everyone who
attended and supported our annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Celebration and Program by purchasing food and bidding on
prizes. The event took place virtually on January 17, 5:30-7:00
PM. The Theme was “Living the Dream: The Power of
Connection.” I am also very appreciative to our student emcees
and speakers Victor Abalaka, Charlotte Dudau, Joel Cabral,
Yaseen Nguyen, and to our elementary and middle school
students who took part in the program, including our keynote
speakers Gloria Harrison-Hall and Carrie Clifford. We look
forward to hosting our Dr. King program next year!.

- Dr. Tony Laing
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 

The good news continues at Wayland Middle School. I’d like to
begin by sharing kudos to students who received academic effort
awards, and student of the month. Here are students who
received these recognitions: 

6th Grade W Awards
Elaine Ahodoko- Academic Effort
Jeruska Boval- Academic Effort

7th Grade METCO Students of The Month
Joah Bigord- Academic Effort and Perfect Attendance
Ethan Chen-Academic Effort and Perfect Attendance

8th Grade METCO Students of the Month
Sophia Nguyen- B.E.R.T.
Albin Valdez- School Council Member 

HIGH SCHOOL

My next announcement comes from the high school.

Four Wayland METCO seniors attended Brookline High School's
HBCU Admission Event. These students were Favour Ejims,
Dana Fisher, Lauren Grant-Lubin, and Maya Angelina Powell. I
was pleased that our students came prepared to the event with
their college personal statements, high school transcripts,
SAT/ACT scores, and letters of recommendation. After the event,
our students engaged in a series of formal interviews, which
resulted in several onsite, immediate college/ university
acceptances. The HBCUs represented were Alabama A&M
University, Delaware State University, Florida Memorial
University, Lincoln University (Pennsylvania), and Virginia
Union University. Congrats to Favour, Dana, Lauren, and Maya
for their participation in the HBCU event, and on their early
college acceptances. Undoubtedly, there will be plenty of good
news to come for all seniors, as we are just beginning the college
application season.

Next, I’d like to share that 3 of our 8 Wayland METCO seniors
attended the annual METCO Directors' Association Conference
at Four Points by Sheraton Norwood Hotel. These students were
Victor Abalaka, Favour Ejims, and Maya Angelina Powell.

Cristina Baez and Dr. Tony Laing are ready to distribute Thanksgiving meals and gift
cards to 24 Boston resident families at METCO Headquarters in Roxbury.                                    

Photo credit: Sasha Samson



time to relax & unwind
base + boston students

former beloved
happy hollow
teacher  and retiree
gretchen knox
guides a yoga class
at base (loker
school).

THANK YOU TO GRETCHEN KNOX AND CRISTINA BAEZ FOR
COORDINATING THIS ACTIVITY.

Photo credit: Pat Keefe

WINTER 2022 VOL. 3 | ISSUE 1 | PAGE 4

THE EQUITY LENS



MENTORS

METCO

MENTEES
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On September 29, 2021 ("Super Wednesday"), teacher Chitra Mills presents to
faculty and staff at the Middle School during an anti-bias, anti-racist
professional development workshop.                          Photo credit: Caroline Han
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BY CAROLINE HAN

Last summer, members of the WMS

anti-bias anti-racist (ABAR) team, in

consultation with Caroline Han,

Director of Diversity, Equity and

Belonging, developed an anti-bias,

anti-racist (ABAR) program for 2021-

2022. One outcome of their summer

work was a 3-hour interactive

presentation and workshop for WMS

faculty and staff on 9/29/21. At a

subsequent Super Wednesday, staff

had an opportunity to re-engage more

deeply with the ABAR activities

introduced on 9/29. This year, these

activities are being integrated into

TAG.

Hats off to members of the ABAR

team: Alayna Coates (Special

Education), Betsy Gavron (principal),

Chitra Mills (Social Studies teacher

and House Leader), Joanna Posner

(Special Education) and Klara Sands

(Latin teacher and World Language

Curriculum Leader).            

ANTI-BIAS, ANTI-

RACIST (ABAR)

WORK AT WAYLAND

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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Source: "ABAR Google Slides Presentation" 
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COULD ANYONE USE A
FEATHER OR TWO?

A N  8 T H  G R A D E  E N G L I S H  P R O J E C T
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 So if you really want to

change the world...spread

your wings, those broad

wings you’ve been

developing...spread them as

widely as possible, and in

every direction, and ask if

anyone else could use a

feather or two."

~ jason reynolds
bestselling author and current

National Ambassador for Young

People’s Literature.

8TH GRADERS
REBUILD
COMMUNITY
BY CARRIE DIRMEIKIS
WMS ENGLISH TEACHER AND
CURRICULUM LEADER

After listening to and reading Jason

Reynolds' 2018 Lesley University

Commencement Speech, 8th graders

described how each of them might

"lend a feather" to lift our community.

Following a series of racist incidents,

we took his question, "Is there a way

to tether ourselves to one another?"

seriously and began conversations

aimed at answering his charge to help

those around us. 

The final installation photographed

above was inspired by his powerful

challenge to the graduates: "So if you

really want to change the

world...spread your wings, those

broad wings you’ve been

developing...spread them as widely as

possible, and in every direction, and

ask if anyone else could use a feather

or two."

https://youtu.be/m3o7RJ5q0JU
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1unWd4sdnxu87wwz80D86prNmsK7DGfB-IH9xXPG4PbU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3o7RJ5q0JU


Dear Han-esty Box,
 

Is it okay to call someone fat?  

I call myself fat because it's a neutral word for me. I live in a
society that has stigmatized the word. Fat is
gross/shameful/undesirable, and fat people are
lazy/ugly/unhealthy. I wish schools addressed fat-phobia to
help students redefine fat as a descriptor and not a word to be
reviled.

I'd like to share an actual dialogue that took place between an
elementary school student and me:

     Student: Why are you so fat?
     Me (calmly approached student's desk and knelt down to their
level): What a great question! Everyone has fat on their bodies.
Some people have more fat and some have less fat. One isn’t better
than the other. All bodies are good bodies! 
     Student: You should go to the gym. 
     Me: Actually I do all sorts of different movement! I swim, do
yoga and take walks. 
     Student: Oh! Great!
     End of conversation

What if their parent had been present? What do you predict
would have happened next, right after their child asked, "Why
are you so fat?" What if, instead of scolding, shushing,
apologizing or deflecting, the parent said: "Most people don't like
to be asked questions about their body or be told what to do
with their bodies. People come in all shapes and sizes, which is a
beautiful thing. Did you know that the lines and shapes of
people's bodies are just about the least interesting things to
know about them?"

Every day, I listen to adults self-shame the shape of their bodies
and compliment others', At what age does a child learn that one
sentence is socially acceptable: "You look like you've lost
weight!" and another is not: "You look like you've gained weight."
What are we teaching students about the "ideal" body type? I
would appreciate if we paid closer attention to how we talk
about "fat," "thin," and everything in between, especially in front
of students. None of us wants to unintentionally convey that
"these kinds" of bodies are desirable, beautiful, right and good,
while "those kinds" of bodies are...not.

Sincerely,
 

The Body is Not An Apology*

This signature is the title of a movement and book by poet, activist
and author Sonya Renée Taylor. She is also the author of,
Celebrate Your Body! The Ultimate Puberty Book for Girls

“Saying I’m fat is (and
should be) the same as
saying my shoes are
black, the clouds are
fluffy, and Bob Saget is
tall. It’s not good, it’s not
bad, it just is. The only
negativity that this word
carries is that which has
been socially constructed
around it.… 

We don’t need to stop
using the word fat, we
need to stop the hatred
that our world connects
with the word fat.

 
~ Sonya renÉe taylor,

author of The body is not an apology

THE EQUITY LENS

an
advice
column

A teacher submitted this topic for
the Hanesty Box. The conversation
between teacher and student was
taken directly from her words.
Other parts of the letter were edited
to sprinkle in some advice from the
Hanesty Box.
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https://www.sonyareneetaylor.com/about
https://www.sonyareneetaylor.com/books/celebrate-your-body-and-its-changes-too-the-ultimate-puberty


EEVVEERRYYOONNEE

Thank you, Dr. Easy,Thank you, Dr. Easy,  
  

for approving the display of the PEACE Flagfor approving the display of the PEACE Flag
at the entrance to Central Office.at the entrance to Central Office.

  
  Raising this flag is a promise to Raising this flag is a promise to speak upspeak up, , stand upstand up, , riserise  upup..

~ The PEACE Flag Movement Mission~ The PEACE Flag Movement Mission

is welcome.is welcome.

LEARN MORELEARN MORE
ABOUT THE PEACE FLAG MOVEMENT.ABOUT THE PEACE FLAG MOVEMENT.
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https://peaceflagmovement.org/about-us/

